CHAPTER II.

CHAP.  DARNLEY was also present by the side of Mary
IL     Stuart at this splendid entertainment which sealed

1566, the union between the chiefs of the two families
that had especially supported his cause. But the
relation betwixt him and the Queen had become
cold even when the Earl's wedding was being cele-
brated, and there elapsed only a space of fourteen
days between it and the ruinous catastrophe to
which that coldness at last beguiled Darnley,,

' Mary had been warned by her own relatives on
the Continent against choosing Darnley;1 and he
was not long in showing how ill fitted he was to
bear his sudden exaltation. Ere even his marriage
with the Queen he had been knighted by her,
created Earl of Boss, and Lord of Ardmanach, later
also Duke of Albany. At the festive repast in
Holyrood, which followed the nuptial ceremony,
and during which the Queen was served by the
Earl of Atholl as master of ceremonies, the Earl of
Morton as carver, and the Earl of Crawford as cup-
bearer ; Darnley was likewise waited upon by the

1 The Cardinal of Lorraine asked     given in   Teulct, Papi&rs   d'etat,
her to remember that he was only     ii. 42.
"a   young   pretty fool."    Letter